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Presbytery of Mid-Kentucky 
Called Meeting 

Wednesday, January 16, 2019 – 3:00 p.m. 
Highland Presbyterian Church 

 
Moderator: Ruling Elder Ben Blake 
 
Vice-Moderator: Rev. Angela Johnson 
 
Stated Clerk: Jerry Van Marter 
 
Recording Clerk: Andrew Hartmans 
 
 
3:00 p.m. Convene and Opening Prayer – Ben Blake 
 
3:05 p.m. Recognition of first-time elders and visitors 
  Seating of corresponding members 
  Declaration of a quorum 
 
3:10 p.m.  Commission on Ministry – Joel Weible 
 

 Examination of Candidate Megan McCarty for ordination 
 

 Examination of Candidate Jieun Han for ordination 
 
4:30 p.m.  Break 
 
4:45 p.m. Commission on Ministry – Joel Weible 

 

 Examination of Candidate Kate Pyle for ordination 
 
5:30 p.m. Adjourn with prayer 
 
 
Next Stated Meeting: Saturday, February 16, Anchorage Presbyterian Church 



Mid-Kentucky Presbytery January 16, 2019 Called Meeting Docket  Page 2 

Megan McCarty           Statement of Faith 

 

My faith begins with the Trinity: three divine persons in one complex, confusing, perfect 

relational being. God is our mother and father, creator and ruler of us all. Jesus Christ is God’s 

son, both fully human and fully divine; he lived and walked on this earth historically while also 

being present as the Word at the beginning of time. In his life and ministry, Jesus showed God’s 

intent for human life: compassion, justice, and love. Humanity responded with crucifixion but in 

the resurrection, God validates and affirms Jesus’s life so that our sinfulness is overcome by 

God’s gift of grace. The Holy Spirit is ever-present, guiding and sustaining us as we attempt to 

be in community with one another in this broken world. My relationship with the Trinity is what 

allows me to continue in ministry: the Spirit’s guidance nurtures me, Jesus’s grace uplifts me, 

and God’s great love wraps me in peace. 

Each of us is made in the image of the Triune God; we cannot know God without being in 

relationship. In church, those of us who follow Jesus attempt - with the help of the Holy Spirit - 

to live into right relationship together. We strive to uplift one another, hold each other 

accountable, and to be God’s hands and feet in a broken world. The brokenness of this world is 

sin: all the ways in which we fall short of the glory of God. The church is just as broken as the 

rest of the world. And yet, I know that I cannot be Christian alone; I need to be part of this 

messy, difficult, and sometimes hurtful community because it reminds me who I am and 

challenges us to know who we are all called to be. 

Scripture grounds the church in our communal understanding and work. I believe that the Bible 

must be approached and interpreted with literary and historical hermeneutics, as well as faith that 

the Holy Spirit illuminates our understandings and that God is always speaking through these 

texts. 

Sacraments also play a central role in Christian community. Baptism is a sign and seal of the 

covenant of grace made by God and extended to each of us. In baptism, God claims us as 

beloved members of the body of Christ. Through this, we are welcomed into a community of 

believers and called to support, love, and nurture each other. The Lord’s Supper both reminds us 

of the meal Jesus shared with his disciples and provides inward spiritual nourishment to go out 

into the world confident in our status as beloved children. 

In gratitude for the grace we receive, we are called to treat each other as fellow children of God, 

and to be a prophetic voice in the midst of violence and evil. I believe that God can and will 

redeem the evil that exists in our world. This does not mean that we can look away from 

horrendous evils or pretend they are less devastating. Instead, it means we are called to be 

present to those encountering suffering, to proclaim a God who weeps alongside humanity, to sit 

with the unanswerable questions, and worship in word and deed the God of justice and 

compassion that we serve. 
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Jieun Han                                                                                                                         Statement of Faith Journey 
 

I was born in Busan, Korea, and raised in Seoul. My family members have been so tied one another and I was brought up with 
many happy memories. Although my parents were from the Southeast where males were dominant in culture, they have treated their 
children equally. In fact, I was a child of a rainbow coat. I was beloved by my parents and I had close relationship with my siblings. My 
family became Christian as I entered an elementary school, and church became a new school and playground for me. I often took 
leadership roles in school and church, probably because of my outgoing character. I had a personal conversion when I was 17. I 
received Jesus as my Savior during the youth retreat in my eleventh grade. That was a sacred moment that God was embracing me 
with loving presence and I felt I became God’s daughter.  

 
A new chapter of my life opened as I met my husband. As soon as I graduated from college, I got married and immigrated to 

USA in 1991. I left my family, friends teachers behind and landed on a new territory of different language and culture. I cried as I was 
homesick almost everyday during my first months, but then I found myself in the MA program at the seminary where my husband was 
doing his M.Div. it was an eye opening and transformative experience. More than theology itself, I paid attention to self-identity. I 
began to recognize myself as a Korean woman in a foreign land! I began to explore myself discovering my own unique experience, 
stories and value that distinguished me from others in this diverse society. I got more interested in Korean tradition, music, art and 
philosophy. I realized that diverse lives were rich and beautiful.   

 
My husband and I went to Shenyang, China as mission co-workers after graduating the seminary. I had never dreamed of 

myself being a mission worker. Nevertheless, when we heard a need, we wanted to be mission partners of the community in China. So 
we packed our belongings into two luggage and left for China in July of 1994. We respected the law of Chinese government that forbid 
foreigners to evangelize Chinese people. We strive to live out the non-verbal gospel participating God’s mission in daily life. We strived 
to share our lives with mutual respect and hospitality. I also had opportunities to meet some North Korean leaders and scholars. I was 
cautious and scared to encounter them since I was brain washed with anticommunism as I grew, but I realized that they were the 
people with same emotion and reason that I had. I began to dream how female leadership in the reunified Korea would look like.  

 
After four years in China, I returned to the U.S. then became a mother of three children while my husband worked as a pastor 

in Korean American Churches in North Carolina and Michigan. For those ten years, I gave birth of three lives and raised them as a full-
time mom. We have two sons and a daughter whose ages are now 20, 18 and 13.  I have been getting closer to the heart of God as a 
parent experiencing the significance of nurturing and loving relationship in life of creation. 

 
As my husband had accepted a new call in Louisville in 2007, I started working at the Office of the General Assembly at the 

Presbyterian Center. I was excited working for Presbyterian Church (USA) because it was the mother church that brought the light of 
the gospel to Korea 100 years ago. It was a blessing for me to work with great colleagues and leaders of our denomination. I have seen 
many Presbyterians who gave their gifts, energy, financial resources and time wherever they were called to be. It gave a new and 
different perspective that I didn’t see before. I was pleased and honored to bridge the gap for the Korean constituents through my 
ministry. My husband, colleagues, and mentors mentioned that I had pastoral qualities in me and encouraged me to consider being an 
ordained teaching elder. I laughed at the thought of becoming a pastor. Nevertheless, I ended up submitting my application for the M. 
Div. program at LPTS and was accepted. Although becoming a seminarian meant I had to face a heavy-loaded life daily, it has been a 
tremendous learning, transforming process. I have been blessed to have great fellow students and professors. Our collaboration in 
ministerial preparation has shaped who I am becoming as a pastor.  

 
Since my M. Div. study began, I have had valuable biblical, theological, sociopolitical, cross-cultural experiences including 

travels to Europe, the Holy Land and Cuba. The experiences invited me to get more engaged in missional, ecumenical and interfaith 
conversation and I wanted to grow more. I was especially blessed to participate in the Global Ecumenical Theological Institute (GETI) 
program which was held coinciding with the 10th Assembly of the World Council of Churches (WCC) in Busan in 2013 as well as in 
Global Institute of Theology (GIT) along with the General Assembly of the World Communion of Reformed Churches (WCRC) in Leipzig, 
Germany in 2017. This invaluable, transformative journey was not a lonely journey. It has been a pilgrimage together for healing and 
reconciliation. The renewed vision of solidarity for justice and peace gave me courage and hope towards the life engaging in missional, 
ecumenical and interfaith efforts to heal the hatred and divisions in our society, our church and different faith communities in local 
and global contexts. 
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Jieun Han                                                                                 Statement of Faith 
 

I believe that God the Father, from the beginning, has been living and active in history and 
working to bring shalom to the whole world God created. God in God’s love and freedom 
chooses to be in a loving relationship with us. 
 
I believe that God the Son, Jesus is the Christ who came to live as one of us. The life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus accomplished the work of salvation once and for all, and reconciled broken, 
sinful, and dying humanity to God.  
 
I believe that God the Holy Spirit is with us and now guides, instructs, and empowers followers of 
God continue to be sanctified so that we might have life more fully. The Spirit works to inform 
our lives as both individuals and communities.  
 
I believe that Scripture is the living Word of God. Though written by human hands, God both 
inspired and guided its formation. It is a revelation of God working in our world. 
 
I believe that as Christians we are called to be the Body of Christ. The Church should be the light 
for the world and should glorify God in all that the Church does by being the hands and feet of 
Christ, speaking out for justice for the oppressed, and hope for those in need. The Church will 
always have need of reformation with the retention of essential traditions. 
 
I believe that there are two sacraments to be recognized as a symbol of God’s grace: baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper. Baptism signifies our cleansing and marks our entrance into God's family. 
By faith, in baptism we die to sin and rise to new life in Christ. The Lord’s Supper serves as 
a celebration of remembrance and reconciliation uniting us at the one table. Participating in the 
Lord’s Supper, as a community of believers, reflects our communion provided by divine 
hospitality. 
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