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• to nurture our faith through 
prayer and Bible Study, 

• to support the mission of the 
church worldwide, 

• to work for justice and 
peace, 

• to build an inclusive, caring 
community of women that 
strengthens the Presbyter-
ian Church (USA) and 

• to witness to the promise of 
God’s kingdom. 

Presbyterian Women from around Mid-
Kentucky Presbytery will gather on Sat-
urday, October 26th, at Hebron PC, 
Shepherdsville, KY, at 9 a.m. to meet 
and greet one another.  At 10 a.m. the 
program will begin.  This year’s theme 
is “Standing on the Shoulders of Em-
powered Women.”  The speaker will be 
Jan Albert, newly installed Moderator 
of the Synod of Living Waters PW. 
 
Registration is due by Wednesday,     
October 16th.  Send your registration, 
including $10 for lunch, to                    

JoAnna Overstreet, 4102 Spring Park Lane,  
 Louisville 40218. 
 
The Offering and Mission 
Challenge items will go to A 
Loving Choice, a pregnancy 
resource center located in 
Shepherdsville.  Plan to 
bring new baby bottles and 
pacifiers, receiving blan-
kets, baby shampoo, lotion, 
or baby safe detergent.  
Please do not bring diapers or baby wipes. 
 

 
NEW BIBLE STUDY LAUNCHED 

 

Many PW Circles have begun the new Horizons’ Bible Study, Love Carved in Stone by 
Eugenia Gamble.  On Saturday, August 3rd, at Second PC, about 50 PWs listened as the 

Rev. Janice Catron led us in an orientation to this study. 
 
Janice pointed out that the word “commandment” is not used in 
the Bible.  These are God’s core teachings—God instructs but we 
choose whether or not to follow. Jesus is the Word and the perfect 
expression of God’s law.  The afternoon concluded with participants 
eagerly looking forward to this new study. 
 
PWs are encouraged to use the many resources provided by       
Horizons, many of which are available on line. Go to 
www.presbyterianwomen.org/bible-study.  Scroll down the right 

hand column until you find the title of this year’s study:  Love Carved In Stone.  Click on 
it and you will find a description of the many resources available. You will even find a 
video of the author speaking about the study. 
 
Thanks to Eugenia Gamble for this “fresh look” at God’s Law and to Janice Catron for 
preparing us. 

http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/bible-study
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A WORD FROM JAN ALBERT, PW MODERATOR,                           
SYNOD OF LIVING WATERS 

One of the best things about being a part of PW is there are always opportunities to learn, travel, both near and far, and 

have a lot of fun.  This summer has provided an opportunity for an abundance of all. One opportunity began in those 

cool days (just kidding) of July when women from across the country representing 13 Synods came to the Finger Lakes 

District of New York.  Inspiring, life-changing, awesome, challenging, and exhausting are just some of the words you 

would hear on a daily basis to describe the influence of the day’s happenings.  Presbyterian Women sponsors two mis-

sion experiences, one global and one USA.  You’ve already figured 

out that this year was the USA Mission Experience (USAME). Inclu-

siveness, hospitality, discernment, education, and fun were a part 

of every day.  We were a diverse group of women from small 

towns, large cities, agricultural areas, and urban communities. We 

received a warm welcome, generous hospitality, and delicious 

food twice a day from local Presbyterian Women.  As we traveled 

from site to site, it was evident how one’s faith, listening for God’s 

call, and living out Matthew 25: the least of these, and Matthew 

28: going out into the world, took place and is still taking place. If 

you were an expert in American History or Women’s history in the 

1800s and early 1900s, you may have found the information and 

sites redundant.  While most of us had a smattering of knowledge 

about events of those day, you would usually hear comments like: ”I didn’t know that,” or “It is so amazing that so much 

was accomplished,” or “How in the world did that happen?’  One Hundred years ago, the 19th amendment was passed 

by Congress and one year later (1920) the amendment was ratified.  It was through the efforts of Quaker, Presbyterian, 

Congregationalist, and some Methodist women and men, living out their faith in the Finger Lakes District of New York 

that women have the right to vote.  

I was one of two participants selected from the Synod of Living Waters.  As a participant, I have committed to being 

available for presentations throughout the Synod for the next two years.  In 2021, the participants will be sharing their 

experiences with attendees at the Churchwide Gathering in St. Louis (8/5/21—8/8//21). Mark your calendars.  If you use 

Facebook, you are encouraged to become a member of the closed group Presbyterian Women, Synod Of Living          

Waters . 

Editor’s note: Come to the PW Fall Gathering to meet and greet Jan Albert (see page 1 for details). 
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MESSAGE FROM THE MODERATOR, ANNE HICKEY 

This month I want to tell all of you about the PW Triennial. The Synod of Living Waters PW comprised of Presbyteries in  

Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi and Tennessee held its ninth Triennial Gathering on June 13-15 at the First Presbyterian 

Church in Tupelo, MS. We had a contingent of 9 from the Mid-Kentucky Presbytery PW in attendance. The theme of the 

gathering was “Face to Face on the Mountain: Ten Words from God” with a focus on the upcoming Bible study by Eugenia 

Gamble Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments. We were immersed in the 10 Commandments dur-

ing the Gathering. 

The Gathering was preceded on June 12th with a business meeting of the Coordinating Team of the Synod PW. As modera-

tor of the Mid-Kentucky Presbytery PW I attended this meeting. We reviewed the bylaws of the Synod PW and accepted the 

bylaws revisions as presented. The Treasurer. Martha Knickel. handed out the financial report which stated that as of 

12/31/2018 we had $55,816. She noted that we are very fortunate to receive $4500 each year from our synod. 

It is noteworthy that Mid-Kentucky Presbytery PW has a strong presence in the leadership of the Synod of Living Waters 

PW.  JoAnna Overstreet heads the Together in Service project. Lyn Roark is our new historian. Gloria Moorman is the KY 

representative on the search committee. I am on the coordinating team by virtue of being moderator of the Presbytery PW, 

and Dianne White served on the planning team for the Triennial. We should be very proud of the contribution we make to 

the Synod PW. 

The program was structured around 4 separate video sessions in which Eugenia Gamble taught us the sessions in her Bible 

study for the coming year Love Carved in Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments and 4 workshops. The Rev. Gamble 

presented the material via video as she was not able to be present due to travel restrictions. 

The first workshop I attended on Thursday was put on by Susan Jackson Dowd, executive director for Presbyterian Women 

PC(USA). She described the work of the national staff of Presbyterian Women and highlighted that PW now has status as a 

non-governmental organization (ngo) at the UN. 

We had a special treat Thursday night with the appearance of an Elvis impersonator who sang for us after dinner as Tupelo 

is Elvis’ birthplace. It was really fun.  

Friday morning I attended my second workshop put on by Ann Kelly, associate pastor at First Presbyterian Church, Oxford, 

Mississippi. She taught us how to do a spiritual examination by listening to our own lives and finding God there. In my third 

workshop I learned about Plarn bedrolls which are made out of plastic bags and are given to the homeless so they don’t 

have to sleep on the bare ground. 

On Friday evening we had a wonderful worship service where the Rev. Dr. Diane Moffett, Executive Director, Presbyterian 

Mission Agency, preached on Micah 6:8 and Matthew 25:13-46. Her emphasis was “What does God require of us but to do 

justice, love kindness and walk humbly with our God.” Dr. Moffett gave a powerful sermon on justice. This was followed by 

the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper. 

On Saturday morning we had the installation of officers. Jan Albert of Western Kentucky Presbytery (Bowling Green) was 

elected the new moderator of the Synod of Living Waters. 

This description of the proceedings can’t express the delight it was to be present with 108 PW’s from 

four states at the Gathering. I met many lovely people who are doing great works in their states. 

 



“Compassion for our Neighbor” was the theme of this year’s Spring Gathering.  Nearly 100 PWs came to Harvey 
Browne PC, with Beulah PC having the largest group.   
 
Sharon Kutz-Mellem, Beth Yeager, and Marcia Myer spoke about Louisville’s Overground Railroad that welcomes 
people seeking asylum in the U.S.  Every day, they along with other volunteers meet buses carrying the asylum 
seekers and provide them with a warm welcome, food, and other items that they may need. 800 snack kits are 
provided each week, along with baby kits, and warm clothing.  PW was thanked for the supplies it provides as 
well as those who volunteer. 
 
Maha Koiko of Kentucky Refugee Ministry spoke of refugee families that need connections with groups—such as 
congregations—as they settle in the U.S.  Churches can help refugee families by introducing them to the       
American way of life. 
 
Teresa Waggener and Amanda Kraft from the PC(USA) national offices helped us understand the intricacies of 
immigration policies.  PC(USA) congregations are working hard to help families who are seeking to immigrate, 
providing a broad range of assistance from legal services to material needs, as well as sanctuary from deporta-
tion. 

The day’s offering of $1,765 was shared equally with the Overground Railroad 
and Kentucky Refugee Ministries. 
 
It was with great joy that Mary Hockenberry (Beulah PC) was awarded PW’s 
Honorary Life Membership.  She was surprised when her granddaughters and 
their significant others came forward to greet and congratulate her.   (See 
photo on left.) 
 
Many thanks to the PW of Harvey Browne PC for their hospitality and, of 
course, a delicious lunch to conclude the day.   

 

PWs BLOOM AT THE SPRING GATHERING 
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PW’s ANNUAL PRAYER SERVICE 

Many thanks to the PWs of Central PC for hosting the 17th PW Annual Prayer Service on September 7th.  This event is 

held near to the anniversary of the  9/11/01 disaster.  This year participants gathered in Central’s chapel and formed a 

circle of prayer.  Prayers offered were diverse, from personal concerns to global issues. Philip Morgan, Central’s      

Director of Music, Sheila O’Bannon, and Cordia Pickerill filled our souls with their awesome musical talents.  Thanks  to 

Dianne White (Shawnee) for organizing these annual events where no business is conducted but PWs simply gather in 

prayer.   Thanks also to the PW of Central PC for hosting this event and providing a tasty lunch. 



Many thanks to all who contributed to  

this issue of the newsletter, especially to 

Linda Garrett  & Jan Albert for pictures 

and to Fred Bennett for proof-reading 

PW Moderators, please re-

member to copy this news-

letter and distribute to your 

Circle members. 

Congratulations to PW Honorary 

Life member, Fred Bennett 

(Harvey Browne) for receiving 

the Bell Award in recognition of 

his volunteer work. 

Have you sent in your contingency 

offering to PW of Mid-Kentucky?  

You’ll want to keep  current in    

supporting our PW program..  Send 

to PW Treasurer, JoAnna Over-

street, 4102 Sprng Park Lane, Louis-

ville 40218 
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Congratulations to PW Hugh Ella Rob-

inson (Westwood) who was honored 

with the Valiant Woman Award for 

her faithful service to Church Women 

United, her congregation, and com-

munity. 

THEY LOVE TO TELL THE STORY 

Don’t let your PW group or congregation miss the opportunity to hear the awesome stories of PC(USA) Mission Co-

Workers.  Several are in Louisville this fall, residing at the Louisville Presbyterian Furlough Home—a project of Presby-

terian Women—located on the campus of Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary. 

• Cesar Carhuachin who teaches in Colombia will be here until November. Contact him at:                                        

cesar.carhuachin@pcusa.org 

• Mark Hare and Jenny Bent,  who work with the Farmer’s Movement of Papaye and the Evangelical Dominican 

Church in Haiti and the Dominican Republic, will be here through the end of 2019. Contact them at 

mark.hare@pcusa.org and jenny.bent@pcusa.org 

• Josey Saez-Acevedo & David Cortes Fuentes, who teach in Cuba, will be here until mid-January. Contact them at 

josey.saez-acevedo@pcusa.org and david.cortes-fuentes@pcusa.org 
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2019-2020 CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

October 26:  PW Fall Gathering, Hebron PC, Shepherdsville 

February 21:  PW Coordinating Team 

March 31:  PW Spring Gathering, Beulah PC, Louisville 

ANOTHER PW CHURCHWIDE GATHERING ON THE 
HORIZON 

Word from 100 Witherspoon Street:  The Board of Directors of Presbyterian Women voted unanimously to hold a 

Churchwide Gathering of Presbyterian Women in 2021! 

Date:  August 5-8, 2021 

Location:  St. Louis, MO. 

We’ll be hearing more about the plans in the near future….. 

 


