Transcript from CBS Sunday Morning’s David Axelrod’s  interview with Comedian Trevor Noah(The Daily Show on Comedy Central) on July 12, 2020.
 https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trevor-noah-on-responding-to-these-times-without-laughs/
	Like a lot of us, it's been a while since Trevor Noah's had a day at the office. And he has "literally no clue" when he'll be back in.
Just about four months ago, the 36-year-old host of Comedy Central's "Daily Show" said goodbye to his studio audience, and started life in the work-from-home world, with "The Daily Social Distancing Show."
Correspondent Jim Axelrod asked, "How much can you replicate the energy of a writers' room when it's a Zoom room?"
"You know, the first few weeks, you're stumbling over who's speaking, who's not speaking, somebody forgot to unmute themselves, they said a whole soliloquy and you couldn't hear it," Noah replied. "But then, once we were beyond that, it's become the new normal, and we settled in.
"And so, what I said to the team was, "Let's use this opportunity to create something different.'"
"Something different" is exactly what Noah posted at the end of May: 
"You know, what's really interesting about what's happening in America right now, is that a lot of people don't seem to realize how dominoes connect, how one piece knocks another piece that knocks another piece, and in the end creates a giant wave. Each story seems completely unrelated, and yet at the same time, I feel like everything that happens in the world connects to something else in some way, shape or form."
Trevor says: "I'm watching what's happening, I see the Christian Cooper video in Central Park where Amy Cooper threatens 911 on him[footnoteRef:1], and on that same day, start seeing the videos, you know, about George Floyd[footnoteRef:2]. And then, that week, later on, you start seeing the rioting, you start seeing the protesting in Minneapolis. And I'm sitting there, genuinely saying to myself, 'How do we, as people, not see that everything affects something else?'"  [1:  NYC Central Park, Christian Cooper, who is black  says “Please call the cops” in response to Amy Cooper, who is white, who says she will call the cops because he asked her to leash her dog so he doesn’t destroy bird habitat by romping in the underbrush.  Amy Cooper, on her cell phone:  “I’m going to tell them there’s an African-American man threatening my life….I’m being threatened by a man in the Ramble, please send the cops immediately. From the video, it is clear Christian is not near Amy and is still backing away. 
]  [2:  In Minneapolis, George Floyd was arrested, handcuffed, made to lay face down on the pavement on May 25  and said, “I can’t breathe” as white police officer Derek Chauvin had his knee on the back of Floyd’s neck for nearly 8 minutes. George Floyd was black and died in that position.] 

“While everyone is facing the coronavirus, Black people in America are still facing the battle against racism and the coronavirus.”
In a stripped-down model of lockdown content, Noah looked directly into his phone and spoke from deep in his soul for 18 minutes – not chasing laughs, but chasing light: 
"Black Americans have seen their principles completely delegitimized. Police in America are chasing black bodies. When you are a 'have' and when you are a 'have-not,' you see the world in a very different way."
(“George Floyd and the Dominos of Racial Injustice"[footnoteRef:3] has been viewed more than 9 million times on YouTube alone.) [3:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4amCfVbA_c] 

"My show wasn't on TV," But I just felt like, 'Hey, man, if there's five people who I can try and explain the nuance of this whole situation to, then maybe there's five people who will understand it as a larger story as opposed to just a moment.' It is not just a moment. All moments are connected."
Past: “This next comedian is from Africa. People think a guy in leopard skin will come running out (shouting unintelligible fake-African language) on the stage.”
Born and raised in South Africa under the apartheid system of racial segregation, Noah is uniquely suited among the late-night hosts to offer perspective not just on what is unfolding in America, but why.
"This is all a wheelhouse moment for you," said Axelrod.
"Unfortunately," Noah replied. "I think America's strange in that Americans are always told that there are only two sides to every story, two sides to every debate, two sides to every argument. And I vehemently deny, I'm opposed to that idea."
Axelrod: "I've often thought we're a Coke/Pepsi, Mets/Yankees society."
"Yes, I think America is that as a society. But I don't think that's true. That's something that people need to acknowledge in American politics. If you only have two choices, people are always gonna make one of two choices, which means people are automatically always going to be against each other."
In a country consumed by, and often divided by, black and white, Noah thinks we'd be a lot better off somewhere in-between.
"I think nuance doesn't sell as well in America," he said. "Nuance means you can't just take a stand and fight the other person. Nuance means we have to talk a little bit more. And until the American political system can find a way to represent the nuance that exists within America, you are going to create this false impression that there is this or that. There is only racism or not racism. It's like, no. No, no, no, no, no."
"Because life is gray? Life is not black and white?"
"It genuinely is."
Trevor’s standup routine: When the riots were happening in Baltimore,  people  jumped in saying “these thugs running around; you know, I’m starting to think Black people like crime.” No, Black people do not like crime. Cause you know whose not doing that? Most Black people.”
Axelrod said, "This is the deepest stuff a society could be engaged in. How do find the funny in it?"
"Sometimes I don't find the funny in it," Noah replied. "I use the funny to deal with this, you know?"
"To process the pain, the despair?"
"It's what humor is."
But it's not just his home country's reckoning with racial injustice that gives him sharp insight. Eleven years ago, Noah's mother was attacked by his stepfather.
"My mother was shot in the head, and I thought she was gonna die. And I'll never forget, she's looking at me from the hospital bed. And she's says to me, 'Trevor, don't cry.' I said, 'No, mama, I'm gonna cry. You were shot in the head.' She said, 'No, no, no. Look on the bright side.' I said, 'What bright side?' And she said, 'At least now, because of my nose, you're officially the best-looking person in the family!'
"I couldn't believe that my mother would make a joke. I could not believe it. She wasn't dismissing what had happened. She wasn't negating what had happened. But what she was doing was using humor to process the madness of this world that we live in."
Noah's success has been rocket-fueled by his mix of humor – observation, criticism and commentary. If meeting the moment requires tinkering with his formula, that's just fine with him.
"I'm not afraid to make shows that have no laughs," he said. "I'm not afraid to make serious shows that speak to the issues and communicate honestly what I'm feeling, and what society may be experiencing. We've made some shows at 'The Daily Show' that literally have no jokes. There are some days I've come into the office and said to my team, "Hey, guys, there is nothing funny for people. This is not even a moment to try and find the funny.'"
Meaning, these days Trevor Noah is doing business a little bit differently – still provocative, less concerned about humor than he is about our humanity. 
“There’s no right way to protest, because that’s what protest is.”
Of Noah's "Dominos" video, Axelrod said, "This was among the most moving and compelling pieces of content you've put out there, and there's not a laugh in it. That's fine?"
"There's not always gonna be a laugh," Noah said.

For Discussion:
1. Tell about your reaction to this interview. What did you agree with? Disagree with? Never thought of? Appreciated the way he said it?
2. Answer a question you wish I asked about the interview.
3. Have you ever been presented with two choices, not liked either one, and chosen a third option? 

James Baldwin said, “We can disagree and still love each other unless your disagreement is rooted in my oppression and denial of my humanity and right to exist.”
4. Have you ever spoken with someone who wanted to keep you ‘in your rightful place’ or who denied you your humanity?



