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The Presbytery of Mid-Kentucky Regular Meeting Minutes 

November 3, 2018 - 12:00 p.m. 

The Presbyterian Church of Danville, Kentucky 

 

Rev. Wayne A. Steele, Sr., Moderator, opened the meeting with enthusiastic rapping of the gavel and the Presbytery 

sang together led by a three-part band. 

 

First time Ruling Elders and guests were welcomed.  Rev. Diane Moffett, Executive Director, Presbyterian Mission 

Agency, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), a member of Salem Presbytery, was welcomed.  There was a motion to seat Diane 

as a Corresponding Member.  There was a second.  The motion was approved. 

 

The Moderator asked the Stated Clerk, Jerry Van Marter, to review the docket.  The Stated Clerk reviewed the emailed 

docket and noted that there would be one additional item of business from the Nominating Committee.  There was a 

motion to approve the docket.  The motion was seconded.  The docket was approved. 

 

The Moderator called on the Stated Clerk to give an opinion on a quorum.  The Stated Clerk affirmed that a quorum was 

present.  The Moderator declared a quorum.  The roll was established as follows: 

 
Church Ministers Elders 

Anchorage Tara Reck  

 Dee Wade  

Bardstown-First   

Bardstown Road Mary Nebelsick Alicia Bloos 

Beechmont Marissa Galvan Blanca Valle 

Bethel First Jim Murphy  

Beulah Diane Baldwin Nancy Leach 

Big Spring-Bloomfield   

Briargate Nancy Troy Rick Tabb 

Buechel at PHSK   

Calvin   

Central Ann Deibert  

Columbia Union   

Covenant Community Mamie Broadhurst Melonee Tubb 

Crescent Hill Elisa Owen Eva Stimson 

Ebenezer   

Elizabethtown First  Alan Winkenhofer 

  JoAnn Winkenhofer 

Eminence First   

Faith Jim Martin  

Fourth Tom Vandergriff  

Frankfort First Sandra Lacey Linda Bowker 

Frankfort South Marian Taylor  

Glasgow First   

Grace-Hope Angela Johnson  

Greensburg   

Harvey Browne Bill Williamson Ben Blake 

  Betsy Frentz 

  Scott Blake 

   

   

Church Ministers Elders 

Hebron George Love  

Highland Cynthia Campbell Bill McConnell 

 Doodle Harris Carol Pye 

Hopewell   

Iroquois   

John Knox   

Korean   

LaGrange Al Earley  

Meadowview   

Munfordville   

New Goshen  Evelyn Hwang 

Okolona Peggy French Nancy Laing 

Patteson Memorial Jeannette Martin  

Peace Wayne A. Steele, Sr.  

Pewee Valley   

Portland Avenue   

Radcliff   

Second Steve Jester Joy Sautter 

 Nathan Sautter Bill Stites 

  Tom Tyrrell 

Shawnee  Dianne White 

Shelbyville First   

South Fork   

Springdale   

Springfield   

Strathmoor   

Taiwanese David Chung  

Trinity   

United   

Westwood   

 

Other Teaching Elders Present:  B. Bishop, J. Bos, D. Braaksma, M. Cross, K. Costanzo, D. Gambrell, D. Garton, A. Hartmans, M. Love, 

D. Maxwell, E. Miller, C. Miske, S. Moon, E. Odom, J. Odom, J. Reinink, B. Roche, D. Seeger, J. Small, E. Troy, J. Van Marter 
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Other Ruling Elders Present:  T. Hargrave (Harvey Browne) 

 

Other Staff Present:  M. Purintun, Treasurer (Central) 

 

Excused Teaching Elder:  E. Aponte, M. Baridon, B. Barnes, M. Barnes, R. Barnes, E. Beckes, C. Brockwell, V. Brown, J. Catron, J. 

Chatham, L. Cheifetz, M. Coalter, G. Cooper, S. Crymes, C. Cubbage, S. Deatz, T. Dillard, P. Dunford, A. Egan, C. Evans, G. Fasanella, F. 

Fedlam, J. Frelick, C. Gabb, J. Garrett, E. Gayhart, T. Gill, R. Gillogly, G. Hall, J. Hall, H. Han, P. Hanson, P. Hinds, E. Hinson-Hasty, O. 

Hofmann, D. Johnson, S. Kim, T. Kim, C. Kirkpatrick, J. Krauss-Jackson, M. Kuhns, J. Larsen-Wigger, J. Lentz, P. Lloyd-Sidle, L. March, R. 

McClain, G. Micka, M. Myers, R. Owens, G. Pennington, M. Porter, J. Ralston, D. Richter, R. Roderick, P. Salerno, J. Sanderson, D. 

Sawyer, W. Schrader, D. Slagle, A. Sorem, B. Stewart, P. Suh, W. Sutton, C. Taylor, B. Tjaden, C. Todd, G. Torrens, P. Tull, O. Turner, D. 

Wadsworth, J. Walker, D. Wallace, J. Watson, S. Weedon, W. Wen, W. Wilder, R. Williams-Neal, R. Willis, L. Zahalka, L. Zelle, C. 

zumBrunnen 

 

Teaching Elder Absent Without Excuse: K. Armstrong, G. Brekke, R. Brill, K. Cabrera, M. Chamberlain, J. Davis, J. Delgado, R. Durham, 

F. Ehrman, C. Elwood, J. Gibo, J. Gingerich, J. Gulden S. Hamilton, J. Han, M. Han, M. Head, A. Helwig, E. Herrington-Hodge, R. Hill, S. 

Hill, J. Hodge, R. Hogle, C. Horton, J. Hubert. P. Huh, C. Humphrey, S. Jewell, M. Jinkins, A. Johnson, L. Kashama, Y. Jim, E. Kratch, A. 

LaPerle, D. Lee, C. Malave, M. Ellis, J. McGee, D. Melloan, J. Mong, C. Mook-Bridgman, M. Moore, J. Mulder, K. Ockels, L. 

Reichenbecher, M. Rift, L. Robecheck, M. Rift, P. Seebeck, T. Sorrow, J. Stanger, C. Stevens, N. Strapp, K. Tribolet, M. Tshihamba, A. 

Turner, H. Wagner, J. Wagner, J. Weible, W. Williams, P. Wissink, C. Wood, E. Zavala 

 

Visitors:  J. Love, D. Moffett, E. Seeger, A. Thompkins 

 

 

Docket: 

Moderator: Wayne A. Steele Sr. 
Vice-moderator/Moderator-elect: Ben Blake 
Stated Clerk: Jerry Van Marter 
Recording Clerk: Andrew Hartmans  
 
Noon.:  Gathering All Together  –  Moderator Wayne A. Steele, Sr.  

 Opening Prayer 

 Welcome to our first time Ruling Elders and Guests  

 Welcome and seating of any Corresponding Members  

 Declaration of a quorum and approval of the docket 

 Approval of minutes of September 10, 2018 meeting 

12:05 p.m.: Presbyter for Community Life report (John Odom) 
 
12:10 p.m.: Commission on Ministry report (Cynthia Campbell) 

 Retirement recognition for the Rev. Brenson Bishop 

12:15 p.m.: Coordinating Commission (Carol Pye) 

 FOR ACTION: Proposed change in the process for electing General Assembly commissioners. 

 FIRST READING: Proposed changes to Standing Rules 7.8 and 7.9 to combine the Committees on Nominations and 
Representation into a single Committee on Nominations and Representation. 

o 12:25 p.m. – Finance Committee / Trustees Report – Don Garton 

  *FOR ACTION: Approval of the 2019 presbytery budgets. 
  *FOR ACTION: Approval of “Right of First Refusal” contract regarding Central Presbyterian Church parking lot. 
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12:40 p.m.: Time for Announcements – please keep announcement to 60 seconds or less 

12:50 p.m.: Nominating Committee/Personnel Committee report (Sandra Moon, Mary-Stuart Reichard) 

 FOR ACTION: Election of commissioners to the Synod of Living Waters.   

 FOR ACTION: Nomination/election of a Stated Clerk and a Recording Clerk. 

1:00 p.m.: Report from the Stated Clerk – Jerry Van Marter  

 Attendance and offering reports 

 Words of thanks to the Presbyterian Church of Danville 

1:05 p.m.: New business (previously submitted) 
 
1:06 p.m.: Installation of Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Stated Clerk and Recording Clerk 
 
1:15 p.m.: Adjournment with prayer 

 

The Moderator reviewed the minutes of the September 10, 2018 Presbytery meeting.  There was a motion to approve 

these minutes.  The motion was approved. 

 

Presbyter for Community Life:  John Odom, Presbyter for Community Life, gave his report.  He talked about the recent 

hate crime shootings at a Louisville Kroger and noted that there will be a forum hosted by the Louisville Metro Police 

Department for the purpose of training congregations about church safety.  This workshop will be held on November 8 

at the LMPD Training Facility on Taylor Blvd. in Louisville. 

 

John invited pastors and congregations to participate in the pulpit exchange on February 17, 2019. 

 

John shared plans for a “Lunch and Learn” with David Gambrell, who will share about a wonderful resource-- the Book of 

Common Worship.  The Lunch and Learn will be held at the Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary on January 29, 

2019 at noon. 

 

Commission on Ministry:  Cynthia Campbell, Chair, reported on the work of the Commission on Ministry.  She pointed 

the Presbytery to the written report listing the various actions taken by the COM since the last Presbytery meeting.  

Cynthia also called the Presbytery to note that the COM will very likely request a called Presbytery meeting on 

November 28, 2018 at 4pm at Highland Presbyterian Church for the purpose of examining three Candidates for Ministry. 

 

Rev. Campbell called on Rev. Brenson Bishop to be recognized for honorable retirement from ministry.  Bren had served 

in the Mid-Kentucky Presbytery and worked most recently as a chaplain in the Veterans’ Administration.  He also served 

the United States of America as a soldier in the military.  Rev. Al Earley offered a prayer for Bren, his family and his 

ministry in retirement. 

 

Summary of actions taken by the Commission on Ministry since the last meeting of the presbytery --  
 
FOR INFORMATION:  
 

 The Commission approved the transfer of the Rev. Evan “Charlie” Evans from the Presbytery of Western Kentucky to serve 

as temporary pastor at First Presbyterian Church in Glasgow, KY effective November 11, 2018.  

 The Commission approved the transfer of the Rev. Rob Warren to Transylvania Presbytery. 
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 The Commission approved the transfer of the Rev. John Roper to Grace Presbytery. 

 The Commission approved the appointment of the Rev. Candi Cubbage as moderator of session for Buechel Presbyterian 

Church. 

 The Commission approved the appointment of the Rev. Gary Torrens as moderator of session for Crescent Hill Presbyterian 

Church. 

 The Commission approved the renewal of the contract between the Rev. Carlos Malave and Meadowview Presbyterian 

Church, effective November 1, 2018. 

 The Commission has received the contract renewal between the Rev. Marissa Galvan-Valle and Beechmont Presbyterian 

Church and will act on it at its November 5 meeting. 

 

Coordinating Commission:  Carole Pye, Chair, reported.  She invited the Stated Clerk, Jerry Van Marter, to review a 

proposed change to the Presbytery’s policy on electing Commissioners to the General Assembly.  There was discussion 

about the use of the form.  The motion was approved. (attached) 

 

Carol shared a first reading of proposed changes to standing rules 7.8 and 7.9 to combine the Committees on 

Nominations and Representation into a single Committee on Nominations and Representation.  She also shared a first 

reading of proposed changes to 7.10.5 regarding the purpose, composition and responsibilities of the Committee on 

Christian Education, including oversight of UKirk ministries in the presbytery. 

 

It was noted that the Standing Rules will be edited to include more detail regarding the duties of the Committee on 

Representation. 

 

1. First Reading: Proposed changes to Standing Rules 7.8 and 7.9 to combine the Committees on Nominations and Representation 
into a single Committee on Nominations and Representation –  

 That the Standing Committee on Nominations and the Committee on Representation be combined into one 
committee: the Standing Committee on Nominations and Representation. 

 

 That the responsibilities of the Committee on Representation be assigned to the new Standing Committee on 
Nominations and Representation. 

 

 Amend the Standing Rules – 7.8 and 7.9 so they reflect these changes. They will now read (new material in red; 
material to be deleted struck-through): 

 

7.8 Standing Committee on Nominations and Representation (reports directly to the presbytery) — Composed of nine members, as 
evenly divided between ministers and ruling elders as possible. The members shall be nominated by the Coordinating Commission 
and elected by the presbytery. The Coordinating Commission shall endeavor to assure that the membership of the committee 
represents the diversity priorities of the presbytery.  

7.8.1 Responsibilities:  

7.8.1.a  Shall nominate to presbytery all general officers, committee members and their chairpersons, Coordinating Commission 
members and its chairperson, Cedar Ridge Camp, Inc. Board of Directors, and commissioners for other governing bodies of the 
church. The list of nominees shall ordinarily be submitted to the presbytery at the November stated meeting.  
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7.8.1.b  Shall initiate and maintain a personnel file of all ministers and ruling elders of the presbytery and qualified active members 
to serve as a “personnel resource pool” from which committees may create task groups.  

7.8.1.c  Shall endeavor to nominate for membership a balanced number of ministers and ruling elders for all commissions and 
committees of the presbytery.  

7.9 Committee on Representation (reports directly to the presbytery) — Shall be composed of six members in accordance with the 
Book of Order G-8.1.  

7.9.1 Responsibilities:   

7.9.1.a 7.8.1.d Shall advise the presbytery 's Committee on Nominations of any need for nominations in particular categories 
needing increased representation.  

7.9.1.b 7.8.1.e Shall regularly inform the presbytery of its progress toward fair representation of diverse categories.  

7.9.1.c Shall meet at least twice once a year with the Committee on Nominations.  

 

RATIONALE: In the presbytery’s annual report to the Synod of Living Waters, it is continually noted that Book of Order-mandated 
standards for representation are exceeded by Mid-Kentucky Presbytery. Our Nominations Committee clearly is doing a stellar job of 
fulfilling its representational responsibilities without a Committee on Representation, which has been inactive in recent years. The 
presbytery’s restructuring in 2015 was intended to simplify the structure of the presbytery so that the people resources of the 
presbytery can be more effectively deployed. By combining these two committees, six presbyters will be freed up for service in 
crucial areas of the presbytery’s ministry and mission. The new Form of Government (3.0103), while stating a preference for a stand-
alone Committee on Representation, permits the combining of the Committee on Representation with another committee as 
proposed in these changes. 

 

2. First Reading: Proposed change to Standing Rule 7.10.5 to clarify the purpose, composition and responsibilities of the 
Committee on Christian Education, specifically the responsibility for the oversight of UKirk ministries of the presbytery (new 
material in red; material to be deleted struck-through) – 

 

7.10.5 Committee on Christian Education whose purpose will be to continue and grow educational opportunities in Mid-Kentucky 
Presbytery. This committee will be composed of two three members elected by presbytery, one of whom will serve as chair, and 
may add to its membership by invitation members of a  congregations of the presbytery.  
 
The Committee on Christian Education will also be responsible for the oversight of UKirk ministries in the presbytery through the 
UKirk Board. On behalf of the presbytery, the UKirk Board will call, supervise and encourage the work of UKirk staff. With one 
member of the Personnel Committee, the UKirk Board will conduct an annual review of UKirk staff. 
 

Finance Committee:  Don Garton, Chair of the Finance Committee reported.  On behalf of the Finance Committee, Don 

moved approval of a ten-year first right of refusal contract between the Kentucky Derby Festival and Central 

Presbyterian Church. There was discussion.  It was mentioned that the Kentucky Derby Festival uses the Central 

Presbyterian congregation’s parking lot and donates funds to the church.  The motion was approved. 

 

On behalf of the Finance Committee, Don moved the 2019 Presbytery Budget.  There was discussion. The motion was 

approved. (attached) 
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There was a time of announcements. 

 

Ben Blake, Vice-Moderator, took the chair. 

 

Nominations Committee:  Sandra Moon, Chair, reported on behalf of the Committee.   

 

REPORT FOR ACTION: 

The Nominations Committee presents the following nominees to fill current vacancies: 

 

Synod Commissioners: 

Class of 2019 

Christiaan Faul [RE, Pewee Valley] 

Mary Nebelsick [TE, Bardstown Road] 

 

UKirk Board: 

Class of 2019 

Stewart Bridgeman [Crescent Hill] 

 

On behalf of the Nominations Committee, Sandra moved nomination of the Stated Clerk, Jerry Van Marter, for a three-

year term.  Jerry was escorted from the room.  There was discussion.  The motion was approved.  Jerry returned to the 

meeting.  On behalf of the Nominations Committee, Sandra moved nomination of the Recording Clerk, Andrew 

Hartmans, for a three-year term.  Andrew was escorted from the room.  There was discussion.  The motion was 

approved.  Andrew returned to the meeting. 

 

The Stated Clerk reported.   

 

For information: 

 

 Included in the packet for this meeting is a letter from Mission Responsibility Through Investment Committee (MRTI) about 
the General Assembly’s action on fossil fuel divestment. We received the letter because we concurred with the overture to 
GA223 on fossil fuel divestment. 

 

 The Office of the General Assembly has sent out the proposed amendments to the Constitution approved by the 223rd 
General Assembly: 
http://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/ga223_proposed_amendments_to_the_constitution2018.pdf. 
Our standing rules call for the Church Administration Committee to review the amendments and make recommendations 
to the presbytery. Those recommendations will come to the presbytery in February for a first reading and to the May 
meeting for the presbytery’s votes. The deadline to report our votes is June 23, 2019. 

 

 The presbytery has received an invitation from the Preston Highway Ministry and Beechmont Presbyterian Church to host 
the November 16, 2019 meeting of the presbytery at Beechmont Presbyterian Church. The presbytery is still entertaining 
invitations for churches who wish to host the May 20 and September 23, 2019 meetings of the presbytery. 

 

Jerry reported that the three Presbyteries collected an offering of $1,588.47 to be set aside for the Kentucky Council of 

Churches.  He reported that attendance for the presbytery meeting included 48 Teaching Elders and 21 Ruling Elders 

 

On behalf of the Presbytery of Mid-Kentucky, Jerry thanked the Presbyterian Church of Danville for their hospitality in 

hosting the Tri-Presbytery meeting. 

 

http://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/ga223_proposed_amendments_to_the_constitution2018.pdf
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Jerry also thanked those who had asked about his health as he was in the hospital.  He told the Presbytery that he is 

getting better every day. 

 

There was no new business. 

 

On behalf of the Presbytery, Ben Blake thanked the Moderator, Wayne A. Steele, Sr. for his service as Moderator. 

 

The Moderator took the chair. 

 

Installation of Moderator and Vice-Moderator:  The Presbytery participated in a service of installation for the 

Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Stated Clerk, and Recording Clerk.  Ben Blake was installed as Moderator, Angela Johnson 

was installed at Vice-Moderator, Jerry Van Marter was installed as Stated Clerk and Andrew Hartmans was installed as 

Recording Clerk. 

 

John Odom, Presbyter for Community Life, gave a charge to the Moderator, Wayne A. Steele, Sr., recognizing Wayne’s 

service to the Presbytery in 2018.   A gift was given to Wayne to honor his work. 

 

The Presbytery sang together in thanksgiving. 

 

The Vice-Moderator, Ben Blake, took the chair and closed the meeting with prayer. 

 

There was a motion to adjourn at 1:29 p.m.  The motion to adjourn was seconded.  The motion to adjourn was 

approved. 

 

 

 

Moderator:  Wayne A. Steele, Sr. 
 
 
 
Stated Clerk:  Jerry Van Marter   
 
 
 
Recording Clerk:  Andrew Hartmans 
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Process for Electing Commissioners to General Assembly 
Presbytery of Mid-Kentucky 

Effective November 3, 2018 

 

 

 

The Committee on Nominations will select one Minister of Word and Sacrament and one Ruling Elder for 

election by the Presbytery of Mid-Kentucky to serve as the presbytery’s commissioners to the General 

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Election will take place at the November meeting of the 

presbytery the year before the General Assembly meets (November 2019 for the 2020 General Assembly). 

 

Ministers and Ruling Elders interested in serving as commissioners must apply to serve. The Committee on 

Nominations will select one minister and one ruling elder for election by the presbytery from among those who 

apply. The Commission on Nominations will determine deadlines for applications. 

 

Ministers and Ruling Elders who wish to serve as commissioners must be active in their congregation and in the 

Presbytery of Mid-Kentucky. Experience serving at the Synod and General Assembly levels of the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.) is also desirable. Years of ordained service and years of service in the Presbytery of Mid-

Kentucky will be taken into consideration but will not be determinative in the selection process.  

 

Service as a General Assembly commissioner is rigorous, requiring many hours of preparation and orientation 

prior to the General Assembly, long hours of service during the meeting of the General Assembly, and a 

commitment to interpret the work of the General Assembly to the presbytery and its congregations (upon request) 

after the General Assembly. Those wishing to serve should take these responsibilities into consideration when 

applying. 

 

 

Note: the 224th General Assembly meets in Baltimore, MD, June 20-27, 2018. 
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Application to be a Commissioner to the 224th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 

June 20-27, 2020. 

 

 

Name: _______________________________________   

 

Minister of Word and Sacrament _____ or Ruling Elder _____ 

 

Church: _______________________________________________ 

 

Years ordained: ________ Years in the Presbytery of Mid-Kentucky: __________ 

 

Current position/occupation: ______________________________________________ 

 

Please list below ways that you are active in your home church: 

 

 

 

 

 

Please list below ways that you are active in Mid-Kentucky Presbytery: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please list below ways that you are active in other councils or ministries of the PC(USA): 

 

 

 

 

 

Why do you want to be a General Assembly commissioner? 

 

 

 

 

What do you love about the Presbyterian Church? Why? 
 
 
 
 
What is one important issue facing the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) that you care deeply about? Why? 
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