
Presbytery of Mid-Kentucky Gathering 

Stated Meeting – Saturday, November 3, 2018  

The Presbyterian Church of Danville, Kentucky 

 

Moderator: Wayne A. Steele Sr. 

Vice-moderator/Moderator-elect: Ben Blake 

Stated Clerk: Jerry Van Marter 

Recording Clerk: Andrew Hartmans  

 

Noon.:  Gathering All Together  – Moderator Wayne A. Steele, Sr.  

 Opening Prayer 

 Welcome to our first time Ruling Elders and Guests  

 Welcome and seating of any Corresponding Members  

 Declaration of a quorum and approval of the docket 

 Approval of minutes of September 10, 2018 meeting 

 

12:05 p.m.: Presbyter for Community Life report (John Odom) 

 

12:10 p.m.: Commission on Ministry report (Cynthia Campbell) 

 Retirement recognition for the Rev. Brenson Bishop 

 

12:15 p.m.: Coordinating Commission (Carol Pye) 

 FOR ACTION: Proposed change in the process for electing General Assembly 

commissioners. 

 FIRST READING: Proposed changes to Standing Rules 7.8 and 7.9 to combine the 

Committees on Nominations and Representation into a single Committee on Nominations 

and Representation. 

 FIRST READING: Proposed change to Standing Rule 7.10.5 regarding the purpose, 
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composition and responsibilities of the Committee on Christian Education, including 

oversight of UKirk ministries in the presbytery. 

 

o 12:25 p.m. – Finance Committee / Trustees Report – Don Garton 

   *FOR ACTION: Approval of the 2019 presbytery budgets. 

   *FOR ACTION: Approval of “Right of First Refusal” contract   

       regarding Central Presbyterian Church parking lot. 

 

 

12:40 p.m.: Time for Announcements – please keep announcement to 60 seconds or less 

 

12:50 p.m.: Nominating Committee/Personnel Committee report (Sandra Moon, Mary-

Stuart Reichard) 

 FOR ACTION: Election of commissioners to the Synod of Living Waters.   

 FOR ACTION: Nomination/election of a Stated Clerk and a Recording Clerk. 

 

1:00 p.m.: Report from the Stated Clerk – Jerry Van Marter  

 Attendance and offering reports 

 Words of thanks to the Presbyterian Church of Danville 

 

1:05 p.m.: New business (previously submitted) 

 

1:06 p.m.: Installation of Moderator, Vice-Moderator, Stated Clerk and Recording Clerk 

 

1:15 p.m.: Adjournment with prayer 
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Coordinating Commission 
Report to Presbytery 

November 3, 2018 
 
 

1. First Reading: Proposed changes to Standing Rules 7.8 and 7.9 to combine the Committees on 
Nominations and Representation into a single Committee on Nominations and Representation –  

 That the Standing Committee on Nominations and the Committee on Representation be 

combined into one committee: the Standing Committee on Nominations and Representation. 

 

 That the responsibilities of the Committee on Representation be assigned to the new Standing 

Committee on Nominations and Representation. 

 

 Amend the Standing Rules – 7.8 and 7.9 so they reflect these changes. They will now read (new 

material in red; material to be deleted struck-through): 

 

7.8 Standing Committee on Nominations and Representation (reports directly to the presbytery) — Composed 

of nine members, as evenly divided between ministers and ruling elders as possible. The members shall be 

nominated by the Coordinating Commission and elected by the presbytery. The Coordinating Commission shall 

endeavor to assure that the membership of the committee represents the diversity priorities of the presbytery.  

7.8.1 Responsibilities:  

7.8.1.a  Shall nominate to presbytery all general officers, committee members and their chairpersons, 

Coordinating Commission members and its chairperson, Cedar Ridge Camp, Inc. Board of Directors, and 

commissioners for other governing bodies of the church. The list of nominees shall ordinarily be submitted to 

the presbytery at the November stated meeting.  

7.8.1.b  Shall initiate and maintain a personnel file of all ministers and ruling elders of the presbytery and 

qualified active members to serve as a “personnel resource pool” from which committees may create task 

groups.  

7.8.1.c  Shall endeavor to nominate for membership a balanced number of ministers and ruling elders for all 

commissions and committees of the presbytery.  

7.9 Committee on Representation (reports directly to the presbytery) — Shall be composed of six members in 

accordance with the Book of Order G-8.1.  

7.9.1 Responsibilities:   

7.9.1.a 7.8.1.d Shall advise the presbytery 's Committee on Nominations of any need for nominations in 

particular categories needing increased representation.  
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7.9.1.b 7.8.1.e Shall regularly inform the presbytery of its progress toward fair representation of diverse 

categories.  

7.9.1.c Shall meet at least twice once a year with the Committee on Nominations.  

 

RATIONALE: In the presbytery’s annual report to the Synod of Living Waters, it is continually noted that 

Book of Order-mandated standards for representation are exceeded by Mid-Kentucky Presbytery. Our 

Nominations Committee clearly is doing a stellar job of fulfilling its representational responsibilities without a 

Committee on Representation, which has been inactive in recent years. The presbytery’s restructuring in 2015 

was intended to simplify the structure of the presbytery so that the people resources of the presbytery can be 

more effectively deployed. By combining these two committees, six presbyters will be freed up for service in 

crucial areas of the presbytery’s ministry and mission. The new Form of Government (3.0103), while stating a 

preference for a stand-alone Committee on Representation, permits the combining of the Committee on 

Representation with another committee as proposed in these changes. 

 

2. First Reading: Proposed change to Standing Rule 7.10.5 to clarify the purpose, composition and 

responsibilities of the Committee on Christian Education, specifically the responsibility for the oversight of 

UKirk ministries of the presbytery (new material in red; material to be deleted struck-through) – 

 

7.10.5 Committee on Christian Education whose purpose will be to continue and grow educational opportunities 

in Mid-Kentucky Presbytery. This committee will be composed of two three members elected by presbytery, 

one of whom will serve as chair, and may add to its membership by invitation members of a  congregations of 

the presbytery.  

 

The Committee on Christian Education will also be responsible for the oversight of UKirk ministries in the 

presbytery through the UKirk Board. On behalf of the presbytery, the UKirk Board will call, supervise and 

encourage the work of UKirk staff. With one member of the Personnel Committee, the UKirk Board will 

conduct an annual review of UKirk staff. 

 

3. FOR ACTION: proposed change in the process for electing General Assembly commissioners -- 

 

The Commission on Nominations will select one Minister of Word and Sacrament and one Ruling Elder for 

election by the Presbytery of Mid-Kentucky to serve as the presbytery’s commissioners to the General 

Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Election will take place at the November meeting of the 

presbytery the year before the General Assembly meets (November 2019 for the 2020 General Assembly). 

 

Ministers and Ruling Elders interested in serving as commissioners must apply to serve. The Commission on 

Nominations will select one minister and one ruling elder for election by the presbytery from among those who 

apply. The Commission on Nominations will determine deadlines for applications. 

 

Ministers and Ruling Elders who wish to serve as commissioners must be active in their congregation and in the 

Presbytery of Mid-Kentucky. Service at the Synod and General Assembly levels of the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) is also desirable. Years of ordained service and years of service in the Presbytery of Mid-Kentucky will 

be taken into consideration but will not be determinative in the selection process.  
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Service as a General Assembly commissioner is rigorous, requiring many hours of preparation and orientation 

prior to the General Assembly, long hours of service during the meeting of the General Assembly, and a 

commitment to interpret the work of the General Assembly to the presbytery and its congregations (upon request) 

after the General Assembly. Those wishing to serve should take these responsibilities into consideration when 

applying. 

 

Note: the 224th General Assembly meets in Baltimore, MD, June 20-27, 2020. 

 
 

Application to be a Commissioner to the 224th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
June 20-27, 2020. 

 
 
Name: _______________________________________   
 
Minister of Word and Sacrament _____ or Ruling Elder _____ 
 
Church: _______________________________________________ 
 
Years ordained: ________ Years in the Presbytery of Mid-Kentucky: __________ 
 
Current position/occupation: ______________________________________________ 
 
Please list below ways that you are active in your home church: 
 
 
 
 
 
Please list below ways that you are active in Mid-Kentucky Presbytery: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please list below ways that you are active in other councils or ministries of the PC(USA): 
 
 
 
 
 
Why do you want to be a General Assembly commissioner? 
 
 
 
 
What do you love about the Presbyterian Church? Why? 
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What is one important issue facing the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) that you care deeply about? Why? 
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Stated Clerk’s report  
Mid-Kentucky Presbytery 

November 3 ,2018 
 

For information: 
 

 Included in the packet for this meeting is a letter from Mission Responsibility Through Investment 

Committee (MRTI) about the General Assembly’s action on fossil fuel divestment. We received the 

letter because we concurred with the overture to GA223 on fossil fuel divestment. 

 

 The Office of the General Assembly has sent out the proposed amendments to the Constitution approved 

by the 223rd General Assembly: 

http://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/ga223_proposed_amendments_to_the_constitu

tion2018.pdf. Our standing rules call for the Church Administration Committee to review the 

amendments and make recommendations to the presbytery. Those recommendations will come to the 

presbytery in February for a first reading and to the May meeting for the presbytery’s votes. The 

deadline to report our votes is June 23, 2019. 

 

 The presbytery has received an invitation from the Preston Highway Ministry and Beechmont 

Presbyterian Church to host the November 16, 2019 meeting of the presbytery at Beechmont 

Presbyterian Church. 

      The presbytery is still entertaining invitations for churches who wish to host the May 20 and 

      September 23, 2019 meetings of the presbytery. 
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