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Presbytery of Mid-Kentucky 
Called Meeting 

Wednesday, November 28, 2018 – 4:00 p.m. 
Highland Presbyterian Church 

1044 Cherokee Road 

Louisville KY 40204 
Register online here 

 

Moderator: Wayne A. Steele, Sr. 

 

Vice-Moderator: Ben Blake 

 

Stated Clerk: Jerry Van Marter 

 

Recording Clerk: Andrew Hartmans 

 

 

4:00 p.m. Convene and Opening Prayer – Wayne A. Steele, Sr.  

 

4:05 p.m. Recognition of first-time elders and visitors 

  Seating of corresponding members 

  Declaration of a quorum 

 

4:15 p.m.  Commission on Ministry – Cynthia Campbell 

 

 Examination of Candidate Melanie Hardison for ordination 

 

 Examination of Candidate Matthew Arlyck for ordination 

 

5:30 p.m. Adjourn with prayer 

 

 

Next Called Meeting: Wed., January 16, 4:00 p.m., Highland Presbyterian Church  

 

Next Stated Meeting: Sat., February 16, Anchorage Presbyterian Church 

  

https://presbytery.wufoo.com/forms/suair8d06fi8tg/
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Please fill out and turn in at the November 28 Called Meeting 

(If you registered online, you do not need to bring a printed copy) 

 

 

PRESBYTERY OF MID-KENTUCKY REGISTRATION SHEET 

Wednesday, November 28, 2018 – Highland Presbyterian Church, Louisville, KY 

 

 

Name:___________________________________Your Church:__________________________ 

 

Your Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Phone:________________________Business Phone:_____________________________ 

 

E-Mail @ Home:_____________________________Business:___________________________ 

 
PLEASE CHECK 

 

Voting Member at Presbytery Meeting: 

 

 Elder - Commissioner from Church Session 

 

 Elder – Church Educator 

 

 Elder – Commissioned Lay Pastor or CLP Trainee 

 

 Elder – Member of Presbytery’s Coordinating Commission or Committee 

 

 Minister – Member of Mid-Kentucky Presbytery 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Elder – Alternate from Church Session 

 

 Church Educator / Youth Worker 

 

 Corresponding Member 

 

Presbytery of:__________________________________________ 

 

 Visiting Minister 

 

 Visitor 

 

 Other 
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Melanie Hardison 

Faith Journey 

 

Throughout my life, my faith has been nurtured by my family and by Presbyterian 

congregations in Raleigh, NC, The Woodlands, TX, Germantown, TN, Marietta, GA, and 

Louisville, KY. My parents both displayed strong faith as the foundation of their relationship and 

our family, and church education programs and youth groups shaped my development. We were 

in church frequently, for worship, fellowship, education, and service, and I have fond memories 

of Vacation Bible School, missionary visits, retreats, and more. Confirmation class was 

particularly formative for me at 12 years old, when I was confirmed alongside my father. I 

vividly remember the activity our pastor used to teach us that our identity, first and foremost, is 

as children of God. At age 16 I was ordained a deacon and at 25 an elder in the PC(USA).  

Academic inquiry regarding the life of faith began in high school, through youth group 

and participation in the Youth Theology Institute at Candler School of Theology. At Agnes Scott 

College, as a Religious Studies major I traveled to India and the Middle East and interacted with 

other cultures, religions, and devotional practices, which in turn strengthened my spirituality. In 

adulthood I have been able to build on the foundation provided for me as a child, deepening my 

faith through spiritual practices such as prayer, walking, time in nature, retreats, and more. 

 When I was 29, my father was diagnosed with leukemia and died seven months later. In 

that time, I watched his faith grow as he witnessed to everyone around him, and I saw firsthand 

what it means to suffer, as well as to face death with courage and grace. Although the loss of my 

father resulted in a crisis of faith, I have found that the process of re-claiming my faith has 

strengthened it and made me more resilient in times of hardship and strife; it has also shaped my 

ability to provide a ministry of presence to others in crisis, grief, or turmoil. As much as my 

father taught us how to die, he also taught us how to live. His life, faith, and memory serve as 

ever-present reminders that we are indeed a resurrection people.  

As part of my training in Marriage and Family Therapy at Louisville Seminary, I 

completed a unit of Clinical Pastoral Education, through which I felt called to pastoral ministry. 

At University of Louisville Hospital my prayer life exploded. I found that praying with and for 

God’s people numerous times each day had a profound impact upon me. My CPE experience as 

well as my experiences as a therapist led me to begin the process of inquiry and to pursue the 

Master of Divinity. This call to ministry has been deepened by my studies, my involvement at 

Crescent Hill Presbyterian Church, my Field Education placement at Second Presbyterian 

Church, and my chaplaincy work at Jewish Hospital and Norton Healthcare. 

My spiritual journey is nurtured by family, friends, church, colleagues, and the people I 

serve. I find inspiration through worship, study, nature, community, and my congregation. My 

travels have exposed me to ministries all over the country and to communities in other parts of 

the world, showing me deeper parts of myself as well as wider parts of God’s world. My faith 

and spirituality are characterized by processes of mutual transformation: it seems that no matter 

where or how I serve, I find myself changed by the amazing depth, strength, passion, resilience, 

and faith of God’s people. 



Mid-Kentucky Presbytery Called Meeting Docket 11 28 2018  Page 4 

Melanie Hardison 

Statement of Faith 

 

My faith has been with me as long as I can remember and has grown over the years. I believe 

God to be the divine, providential mystery that is ever-present with us and on whom I can 

depend for strength, vision, power, and restoration. Jesus I believe to be the example of divine 

love made incarnate in the world, able to relate to my very humanity as well as connect me more 

deeply with the God who dwells within. The Holy Spirit I believe to be the wind and breath of 

life that moves within and around us, actively spurring us to work and serve the world. My 

relationship to these aspects of the Trinity is one and the same, as it is a relationship to “the 

divine” manifest in all three. And yet my relationship to each is different: with God it is provider, 

with Jesus it is as accompanier, with the Spirit it is as sustainer. 

 

I believe God’s presence is revealed in diverse and creative ways: through scripture, tradition, 

prayer, the movement of the Spirit, within our hearts, and through each other. In prayer and 

spiritual discipline we commune with and draw close to God. Prayer takes many forms: spoken 

and silent, structured and spontaneous, cognitive and emotional and bodily, well-formed and 

emerging. In worship we express our devotion to God by gathering together, proclaiming the 

Word, and receiving spiritual food for the journey. Baptism marks our identity as children of 

God and welcomes us into the loving arms of the church family. The Lord’s Supper enacts 

continual, embodied reminders of our identity as we commune together at the joyful feast of 

Christ’s table. Connecting us to believers in all times and places, the church provides tangible 

ways to manifest God’s presence in a world of suffering and injustice. I believe the church is 

called both to sustain its own members and to reach out and share the good news, especially 

regarding God’s special concern for those who are marginalized. I believe sin is anything that 

separates us from God, including our own personal thoughts and actions, as well as the ways 

some of our human-made structures operate. Resurrection is God’s ultimate work: in raising 

Jesus to new life, in bringing healing and hope to the world, and in our call to discipleship. 

 

I first felt called to utilize my gifts in service of God’s world during high school. For years I was 

engaged in lay ministry. In 2013, during CPE as part of my Marriage and Family Therapy 

clinical training, I felt called to ordained ministry. My call to ministry reflects my faith that God 

calls us to do courageous, beautiful, and difficult things to show God’s love in a broken and 

hurting world. Although at times my faith has wavered, the church is the place to which I always 

return. It is a home and a balm. As a community of nurture, fellowship, and hope, I believe we 

are called to carry each other in our most difficult and most joyous times. My belief that God is 

always available in loving, caring, and tender ways, welcoming us with open arms, forms the 

foundation of my faith and ministry. 
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Matthew Arlyck 

Ordination Faith Journey statement 

Mid-Kentucky Presbytery 

 

For much of my life I have thought and acted as though every turn in my life path has been guided 

primarily by my own will and my own decisions; it wasn’t until I began seminary seven years ago 

that I first thought that God might have a specific plan for me. And yet in the past few years I’ve 

also become increasingly aware that my life as a spiritual person began at a very early age; as long 

as I can remember I had a sense of the numinous presence of God, even if I could not name it. As 

a child I was always curious about the way that God was present in Biblical narratives, and my 

diverse religious background prompted a lot of questions: who are God’s chosen people? Why 

does God allow suffering? What does it mean to be made in God’s image? 

 

My journey towards a life of faith is perhaps an unlikely one; a child of secular intellectuals, raised 

in a cultural environment where religion and God-talk was de-emphasized if not completely 

absent, might not be the most obvious candidate for Christian ministry. My first encounters with 

the Bible came, ironically enough, from my two religious traditions; Passover Seders at my 

grandparents’ house and the Sunday school my mother made us attend (so that we would have 

some familiarity with the Bible). The question of what it means to be chosen and what it means to 

be free are some of the foundational themes of Passover; in Sunday school I was faced with the 

problem of whether or not God should be included in my drawings, and if so what did God even 

look like? 

 

In high school and college I explored a number of faith traditions. I was drawn to the personal 

discipline and spiritual rigor of Islam as a teenager, then to Eastern religions in college; I was 

compelled by the Buddhist understanding of and response to suffering, and I identified with 

Hinduism’s ability to embrace contradiction (God is many and also one). I believe that the 

openness to contradiction that I discovered is what has informed my understanding of trinitarian 

theology in Christianity and the Reformed tradition. It wasn’t until seminary, however, that I truly 

discovered Jesus; through my exposure to radical theology and careful exegesis, lively and 

innovative approaches to worship and lived praxis of social activism, I began to approach Jesus as 

a friend, teacher and savior. It was in seminary that I also first felt the call to chaplaincy, and began 

to see how chaplaincy might allow me to live into Christ’s commandment to heal and love others 

- especially those most marginalized by their disease and their social position. 

 

My journey from seminary in New York to my calling as a professional chaplain in Kentucky has 

been a continual process of discernment; now I find myself in this place of assurance about my 

call to chaplaincy and have gotten affirmation for my call to ministry. As a professional chaplain, 

the questions of theodicy and an immanent God continue to be very alive and present. In my work 

I am called to not only engage with the question of suffering when raised by patients and their 

families, but also wrestle personally with the problem of a just supreme being who seems to allow 

systemic injustice to define suffering. And I still am challenged to see God’s image in every person 

I encounter, especially those who are cruel or abusive. Yet through the support of my church 

community and the guidance of spiritual direction I am developing the skills of discernment; I am 

learning what it truly means to be still and hear God’s voice in my ministry. 
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Matthew Arlyck 

Ordination Statement of Faith 

Mid-Kentucky Presbytery 

 

I believe in God the Creator, neither male nor female, yet whom Jesus called Abba. I believe that 

God created the world and called it good, and thus all things of God are good. I believe in a God 

that is both hidden and shown, a God of mystery and of revelation. I believe in a God of covenant, 

who blessed Sarah and Abraham and their descendants that they might be a blessing to others, who 

brought a chosen people out of slavery out of love and never abandoned them even as they doubted 

and were led astray. I believe that we are endowed by our Creator with free will, and are free to 

act either for good or for evil. I believe that we sin when we oppress the stranger, commit acts of 

violence against our neighbor and harm the planet that God entrusted in our care for the sake of 

profit and convenience. Above all else, we sin against God when we use scripture or God’s name 

to justify racism, xenophobia, misogyny, homophobia or transphobia; similarly, if we imagine that 

disabled people are not equally created good we have violated God’s will. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, fully human and fully divine. I believe that Jesus came to proclaim good 

news to the poor and release to the captives, as the prophet Isaiah said; Jesus came to bind up the 

brokenhearted, heal the sick of body and of spirit and forgive us for our sins. I believe in a Jewish 

Jesus who taught his followers and adversaries alike through the rabbinic traditions of parable and 

rhetoric, and who claimed both the prophetic tradition and good news that is new. I believe in a 

Jesus who communed with the outcast and the sinful, who defied social and political norms to 

bring freedom to all of God’s children and remind us of our duty to love one another. I believe that 

Jesus was a threat to the powers of empire and was unjustly tried, convicted and killed by that 

empire for blasphemy and sedition. I believe that Jesus died and was risen, affirming that he is the 

anointed Christ and son of God, proving that neither political oppression nor sin nor death will 

have the last word but that God can heal all brokenness and restore us to wholeness through love 

and justice. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, which is the embodiment of God’s grace and the essence of God’s 

mystery. I believe in the power of the Holy Spirit to illuminate scripture, to inspire us to acts of 

personal and communal courage, to bless the speech of prophets and healers alike and to expose 

the idolatries of both church and culture. I believe in a Holy Spirit that binds us to one another and 

frees us from the chains of division and fear. 

 

I believe in the church as the body of Christ, both within our walls and in our world, as a place of 

welcome and communion where we draw strength from one another through worship and prayer. 

I believe in the church as a place where we are both comforted and challenged, where we strive to 

live in the Spirit and hear God’s Word, where we commit to Jesus’ command that we love one 

another as he loved us. I believe in the sacraments of baptism and communion as signs that Christ 

revealed, that point the way towards the unearned grace of God; baptism is the promise of our 

spiritual death and rebirth in Christ, and communion is the fulfillment of Christ’s command that 

we remember him in community with one another and in the spirit of welcome and peace. 

 

 


